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Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Auckland, 17th January, 1846,

‘ THE Lieutenant-Governor feels great satis-

faction in directing the publication of the
following Despatches from Colonel Despard,
containing the details of the operations against
the rebel Gl itiend:
December last, to the 11th instant, inclusive—
operations which were conducted in a manner
most highly honorable to Her Majesty’s Naval
and Military forces, and which resulted in a
series of successes which must produce the
most beneficial consequences for this portion of
Her Majesty’s dominions,

By His Excellency’s Command,

ANDRRW SINCLAIR,
Colonial Secretary.

Camp before the Ruapekapeka.
Kawiti’s Pah, January 5, 1846 ,
SiRe

/ In my letter dated the 28th ultimo, ad-
dressed to yotur Excellency, I had the honor of
detailing the proceedings of the force under my
command up to that peried, and I now proceed

with the detwil of what bas taken place since,

Before daylight on the morning of the 29th,

a party of our Native allies penetrated the wood
immediately in our frout, in a most praise-
worthy manner, and took possession of an open
piece of ground on the opposite side, sending
:‘ne immediate intclligence of what they had
ong, : ‘

I directly moved forward with two hundred
mea to their support, and secured the position.

The 30th and 31st were principally occupied
in bringing up the guns and ammunition through
the woods; a work of great labor and time, as
it required between fifty and sixty men to each
PS5 get them  (hiroeghy-omacoount of the
heavy trees it was necessary to cut down, in
making the road, and the steepness of the hills
they had to pass over.

Several rockets and shells have been thrown
into the Pah on the 31st, and each day-since,
with the utmost accuracy, doing great credit to-
the Officers of Her Majesty’s Navy who diréc--
ted them ; namely, Lieutenant Egerton, Nort%
Star, in charge of the rockets, and Lieutenant
Bland, of the Racekorse, and Licutenant Leeds,
of the H, E, I, C. Ship Elphinstone, who direc-
ted the shells,

On the morniong of the 1st instant I pyshed
Yorward a strong party into the only wood that
now divided vs from the enemy, and taking up
a position in the centre of it on an open piéce
of ground, about four hundred yards from the
Pah, a strong stockade was immediately com-~
menced for the purpose of covering a Battery,
and the work sufficiently advanced before night
to render any attempt of the enemy to diive us
away, useless. This work was carried on under
cover of a very thick part of the wood, which
completely concealed it from the enemy,

On the afternoon of the following day, (he
enemy made a strong sally from the Pah, with
a view, it is supposed, of tgrning the fldnk of

| this advanced party of owrs in the ‘stockade,
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‘ whlch was notyet finished ; but they were most

gallantly oppesed by ogr Native allies, under
the dlrzcugm of. thi Chiefs Tommati Waka
Nene, Noble (or Nopera), Mahi Ta\vhal, and
dthers, who instantly dashed. o

them, driving them e

posed to amount to eig 7

between fifteen and ty e

side five were wonnded’ o8¢ OF i
one of our most actxyg C'fﬁéi% R%'pi)__ . Yv"_
severely Abgepevi ~ ER s
with & smalf party o o Sk
peared had come ontéﬂfe Pah for the purpose
of picking off. any steagglers from our camp,
and who bad  succeeded in kjlling qne ﬁ ngp
Volunteer Pioneers, who had: gpne o 4n finpe-

cessary distance for water, and was sbot in the
act-of; taking it. - Up te this Qate
with the ihovg exé3 wel
the Europeap pért of the Force.

It may be proper for te to observy’ *‘*dxkt Tt
the action of the afternoon of the 2nd, the
Fhropeatt Proops Vuly:attéd s a Wﬂw
prdeytar -désire of .the Native Ohiiefs, - wlio |
were fearful that their ow‘xls pegple might be
wistaken for the enemy, and red upon.

l’
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, [ re of & ,;M'”‘,,f*’ Zl:flg
OxtTAO _‘-mb;at‘;n ;
defepded by &, mijed epemy,. HE

of 1tself Sufficiént to- prove the ‘integpidity -and ;
lanu'y J‘)layed_ by alluconcemed, whether
mén, rmes,i roops of the '9;3
; .~ E. ,C. serﬂgg,‘, and the V‘t i fée

' be a 10! ad

- | preceding day’s cannonade, shall be I

Mlon has been heavx
1 enbidied Nit of Rlled ddd

g‘tlﬂery f )

The Colonel Commanding feels. the gmtest
regret at the loss of so many brave men as have
been-killed and wounded on this océgsion : but
it will be considered as an alleviation by their
'fu , thaf’ %gv have fallea while nobly per-

g their ddty to their Queen and Country.

Ruapekapelza,
nuary 11th, 1846,

have he houor of acq\namting your Excellency
that Kawme stronghold, or Pah, at the Rua-
{» eh’u thxs day carried by assault by

dsr mg command, after a bold and
most determined resistance on the part of the
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Her Majesty’s 68th Regiment.
2 killed:
10 wounded:
: Her Majesty’s 99th Regiment.
1 killeds '
1 wounded.

 Volunteer Pioneers,
1 Wouhided.
¢ Mr; Muifay, Midshipman, of H.M. Ship
Nortk Siitr, ievefely, bit not dangerously.
Wounded.during the previous tperationd.
2 Volunteer Pionéers. One siice dead.

Camp before the Ruapekapeka,
. . 12¢h Junuary, 1846.

- S1p;<sin Wy 1etter of yeaterddy, I had the
satisthetion of aéqtainting Your Excelency with
the fall of Kawiti’s Pah, by assault, on that day,
and now I proceed to communicate the detail.

On the morning of the 10th instant, out ad-

vhnted Vet being complétéd, (oné within
350 yurds, and. tie sdcond about.160 yards of
the Pah), a general fire was commenced from all
the guns with a view of opening a breach into
the place, and several rockets were thrown into
it at the same time, for the ‘purpdie of driving
the enemy out. This fire was kept up with little
intermission during the greater part of the day,
and towards evening it was evideni that the
&uter Works on those parts against which the Fre
was ‘directed were nearly All giving way } bat the
numerous stockades inside, crossing the place
in different dizeetionsy-and: of- 4
stronger timbers, were scarcely touched. To-
wards evening our fire slackened, and was only
continuad occasionally during the night, to
prevent the enemy attempting to repair the
breaches that had been made.

On the following morning, the 11th instant,
no person being observed moving within the Pah,
a few of our Native allies, under a Chief, named
William Waka, a brother of Tamati Waka Nene,
went up to the place for the purpose of observing
whether or not the enemy had evacuated it.
This party entered the breach unopposed, which
being perceived from the nearest battery, a party
of 100 men of the troops, under Captain Denny,
was pushed up rapidly, apd together with the
natives gained the inside of the stockades, before
they were perceived by the enemy, who at the
time were sheltering themselves from the fire of
our guns on a sloping piece of ground in one of
their outworks. Our parties had scarcely gained
the inside when they were noticed by the enemy,
and a heavy fire of musketry instantly poured
in upon them, The stockades, however, now
became our protection, and strong reinforce-
ments being immediately brought up from camp,
possession of the place was secured in spite of
all the efforts of the enemy to drive us back,
and he was obliged to retreat and shelter himself

oj.000n gece@!}m!egmattackt ‘
As Your Excellency has be

).

in b weod oppoite the east facé of thd Pali--
where the trees being extrently large and forma
ing complete bitastwerks, many of them having
bieen eut down previowsly, aond, evidently purs
posely placed in & defénsive position, he wis

| eiabled to maintain & hetvy fird against.us for

a considerable time, until a deor way in that
face having been broken open, thé seamen and
troops rushed out and dislodged him from hig
positions He, however, still contidued to keep
up.n fire from. the ¥oods; bus fbre With & veew.
to cover his fetteat; and ehable him (0 eatry
away his wounded men; than with any expectas
tion. of renewing. the contest. The attack. cotm.
menced about. ten.a’clock; a, me; and all firing:
had ceased about two; p. m. The extraordinary
strength of this place, pagtienlarly in its interior
defences, far execeded any idea I could have
formed of it ; every hut was complete fortuess.
in itself, being strongly stockaded- all. -round
with heavy timbers sunk deép in the growtid,
and piaced close Yo eaeh.other;, foiv of them
being less than one foot in diameter, and many.
considerably more; besides having a strong esiv<
tankment thrown up behind thewn, Rach but
had also a deep excavation closeto it; forming
a complete bomb prook, hﬁisuﬁcgengw-’
to.contain sevéral people, whera at Right they
wege «coropletely. sheltered from both shetwnd
shell. R )

The encmy’s loss has been sevire; and- several
Chidfs on- their-side -hive fallen ; - the mirmbers 1
lave not beenablé 1o wacertain, 43 they Hivaiias
bly carry off both killed and wouhded when
possible. Beveral bf the formet wers, haweevais
left behind ; #nd # has béen decidedly ascer-
tained from a wouiided prisoner, that the ChieX
Heke had joined Kawati in the Pah on the after-

ess
to all our operations, and I may say actually
engaged in the assault, it may be thought un-
necessary for me to draw your attention to those
‘persons who had a greater opportunity than
others of distinguishing themselves; but the
satisfaction I feel in recording the obligation I
am under to those persons, makes me persevere
in doing so. To the Officers, Seamen, and
Marines from Her Majesty’s Shigs, for their ex-
traordinary exertions in dragging the guns over
steep hills, and through difficalt and thick
woods, as well as for their distinguished bravery
in action, the service on this occasion is greatly
indebted, To Captain Graham, of H. M. S.
Castor, for his co-operation, and the readiness
with which he afforded every possible aid and’as-
sistance since his srrivali  To Captain Sir E.
flome, who had previously been the Senior
Naval Officer, and who, not only upon the
present occasion, but on all former ones, has
used the most strenuous exertions to forward all
the objects of the expedition. To Commander
Hay, of H. M., S. Racekorse, who commanded
the whole of the Seamen attached to the Force,
and who so greatly aided our operations by his
personal exertions and example, not only during
the assault, but in all the previous difficulties

we had to encounter, To Licutenant Otway



(&,

of H. M.S. Castor, commanding the small-’
armed ssamen. To Lieutenant  Falcon, of
H. M. S. Castor; Lieutenant Bland, and Mr.’
Nopps, Master, of H. M. 8, Racehorse ; and’
Licutenant Leeds, H. E. I. C. 8. Elphinsfone,
who all directed the*fire of the guns with such:
precision and . excellence ; and to’ Lieutenant:
Egerton, of Hi M. S, North Star, who directed.
the rockets, much of our success is to be attri~
buted. - To Lieutenant-Colonel Wynyard, com-

.

Qb on. HI1s ddvice™was=oF 3

to me ob-WANY-gecasions, and his personal ex-
ertions, whenever an opportunity offered, as well:
a8 his - gallantry during the assanlt, were most
censpicuous. To Captain Reid, commanding
the flank companies 99th Regt., and Captain:
Langford, Royal ‘Marines, (attached), much:
praise is due.  To Captain Marlow, Royal En.

gineers, for his exertions in constructing the }
. batteries ; Captain Matsom, 58th Regt., who:

acted as Degnty.Auistaat Quartermaster Gew:
neral ; and Lieutenant Wilmot, Royal Artillery,
whe directed the mortar battery, great praise is
also due. I have also derived great assistance
from the services of Lieutenant O‘Connell, 51st

_ A, D. C». tg Lieut.sGeneral Sir Maurice
O‘Connelt; Ghipg Major of Brigade to this
Force. And I must'notomit {guatiee in very

strong terms the indefatigable exertions of Capt,
Akl | his amall corps of Voluntser Pioneers,
whase conduct.and services during the whole
operations have beep of the greatest advantage,
- Every kindness - has b(;gn shewn Bi!tx: the
'w- m by Doctors Kidd:and: P the
Senior Medical ‘Officers, and all the Me’dical
Officers, both Naval and Military ; and I have

reason. to- be satisfied with the-exertions of the
Commissariat Department, under Dep. Ass, Com-
missary General Turners The wouinded men are
generally doing well, and the.only officer
Aamongst them, a young midshipman of H,M.S.
North Star, Mr. Murray, whose ardour carried
‘him too far when the enemy were driven from
-the woods.

. I bave now only to express the peculiar sa’
‘Uisfaction I feel, that Your Excellency has had
R:oppeitih ity ofperseniitly wite: sing.the toils
and difficulties that were encountered, and the
cheerfulness with which every pars.of the Force
‘exerted itself to overcome tiém, and T beg to
-express my own sincere thanks for theadvice
and observations that you have occasiopally
‘been kind enough to favor me with duzing that
I should also wish to draw Yeur Excellency’s
ndtice to Mr. Edward Shortland, who was pre-
vailed .upon to act as.my Interpreter, and who
‘haa rendered me many important services while
acting in that capacity.

T have the honor to be,
. Your Excellency’s most obedignt servant,
. {Sigued) - . . .H.Dmeanp;

Acting Colonel on the Staff,
Commanding the Troops.

e

-Ris Eiéellency
Governor Grey,
&C-, &c.,n‘&Cl g 4.
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Curuszorrer Furton, Government Printer, Aucklang,



