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Colonial Secretary’s O$%e, i I directly moved forward with two hundredAueMand, 17th January, 1846.[ men to their support, and severed the position.

THE Lieutenant-Governor feel4 great sat]s- The B0th attd 31st were principally occupied
faction in directing the publication of the in bringing up the guns and ammunition through

following Despatches from Colonel Despard, ] the woods ; a work of great labor and time, as
containing the details of the operations against t it required between fifty and sixty men to each
the relaeL~:---=-.~ ~L~.r&,~., .~’a= .~d~*~’--t~: ~gei ’" t~~ of the
December last, to the llth inetant, inclusive--- heavy trees it was necessary to cut down, in
operations which were conducted in a manner
most highly honorable to Her Majesty’s Naval
and Military forces, and which resulted in a
series of successes which must produce the
most beneficial consequences for this portion of
Her Majesty’s dominions.

By His Excellency’s Command,

ANDRRW SINCLAIR,

Colonial Secretary.

Camp before the Ruapeltapeka.

making the road, and the steepneu of the hills
they had to pass over.

Several rockets and shells have been thrown
into the Pah on the 31st, and each day:since,
with the utmost accuracy, doing great credit~
the Officers of Her Majesty’s Navy who direc-
ted them ; namely, Lieutenant Egerton, 2Vorth
8tar, in charge of the rockets, and Lieutenant
Bland, of the Racehorse, and Lieutenant’Leeds.
of the H. E. I. C. Ship Elp~instone, who direc-
ted the shells.

~oOn the morning of the 1st instant I pusliedrward a strong party into the only wood thatKawiti’s Pak, January 5, 1846. now divided us from the enemy, and taking up
Sta-- a position in the centre of it on an open piece

In my letter dated the ~Sth ultimo, ad- [ of ground, about four hundred yards from the
dressed to yo~ Exeeilency, I had the honor of I Pah, a strong stockade was immediately com-.
detailing the proceedings of the force under my I merited for the purpose of covering a Battery,
command up to that period, and I now proceed I and the work sufficiently advanced before night
with the d~l of what hastaken place since. [ to render any attempt of the enemy to drive us

Beforedyigh o t ¯ o " go t ,] ¯ " "a H t n h m rmn f he ~9th away, useless This work wascemedon under
v al tr t e cover of aver tMek rt of the wood whmha party of oar Nati e liespene aedth woodl Y " Ira ,

immediately ih our front, in a most praise. [ completely concealed it from the enemy.
worthy manner, and took poseession of an dizen ~ On the afternoon of the following day, the
piece of ground on the opposite side, sending ] enemy made a strong sally from the Pah, With
me immediate intellisence of what they had J a view, it is supposed, of t~rning the fl~nk of
done, [this advanced pe~y of ~ in the~$tockade,



(2)
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Her Majesf@’ s 58ti~ Re~ime~.

2 killed:
I0 wounded.

z kiil~l,
I wounded.

Volunteer Pioneers.

t Mr; ~ttr~y, Mfdshipman of H.M. Ship
~ortlc St~r, ~ly, 15dt not danger~usl~.

W~urtng t?ze ~eviems ~e~o~,

2 Volunteer Pioneers. Ode ~ii~ce de~d.

~p bCfee ftt~ ~m~ek~]za,
1~ d~nl~, 184t}.

S~e;~tn Wt~"I t~t~ex, bf ye~fett]ity, I had th~
s~t~KctlbU Of acquainting YOur Exc~H~ney with
the fall of Kawiti s Pah, by a~ttult, bn that day,
and now I proceed to communicate the det~ail.

On t~e morning of the lOth instant, our ad-
~b~ ~ B~tig do~&~l~d’d, (’bhb within
350 vards,~mad.tiie ~cond about ,160 yards of
the Pah), a ~eneral fire was commenced from all
the g~s wtth a view of opening a breach into
thep~tace, ab~l ~Verai rockets were thrown into
it at the satire time, for the pur~of axt~h~g
the enemy out. This fire was Eept ~p ~v|th little
intermission during the gre~ter ~ 6f~he day,
and towarfls evening it was evident that the

vms ~c-q.ed:wete neaxly tdl giving~#ay ; bat t]~e
numero~ stockades inside, crossing the place

stronger timbers, were scarcely touched. To-
wards evening our fire slackened, and was only
continued occasionally during the night, to
prevent the enemy attempting to repair the
breaches that had been made.

On the following morning, the llth instant
no person.being observed moving within the Pah,
a few of our Native allies, under a Chief, named
William Waka, a brother of Tamati Waka Nene,
went up to the place for the purpose of observing
whether or not the enemy had evacuated it.
This party entered the breach unopposed, which
being perceived from the nearest battery, a party
of lO0 men of’ the troops, under Captain Denny,
was pushed up rapidly, nod together with the
natives gained the inside of the stockades, before
they were perceived by the enemy, who at the
time We~:~tering themselves from the fire of
our guns on a sloping piece of ground in one of
their outworks. Our parties had scarcely gained
the inside when they were noticed by the enemy,
and a heavy fire of musketry instantly poured
in upon them. The stockades, however, now
became our protection, and strong reinforce-
meats being immediately brought up from camp,
possession of the place" was secured in spite of
all the efforts of the enemy to drive us back,
and he wee bbliged to retreat and shelter himself

in h wend opposite the east gas6 oLtht Pall---
Where the ~ees bein$ extremely lar$e and ferm~
ing COmplete bteaatwerks~ tunny of them lmviu~
been eat down preVio~l~, ~tud~ evidently par~
pmely ~a~d in alef~n~i~e peeitlon, he ~
enabled te maintain u, hekv!rflre a~t.m .f~g
a considerable time,: unto a door way in that
face having been brbken open; th/~ seamen aad~
troops rushed out and dislodged him ftmn hiit"
positioti. He, dowered still eontixiued to keep

to- coV~ hie ~etl~eat~ tiiid" eh~bl6 him try tsmr~
away his wounded men~ them.with axt~ ea,p~ta~
tion~of reneW’rag the contest. The attack com~
meueed about tee~ct’elvekt a, m,; and ~1 tidn@
had ceased about two, p.m. The extrao~xlinaty
s~ength of this pla~e, particularly in its interk¢
defeuces, far e~eeeded/m~ idLm I coidd have
formed of it ; e~ry hut wasaZvmptetz~
in itself, being strongly stockaded all roumi
with hea~y timbers sunk deep ~u i~e g~omuib
and placed dose to eeeh~othe~ fk~v ~ ti~u~
being less Lhan one foot in diameter, and r~my.
considerably moreb besides havin~ a ~ttronB
bankment th¢own up behind tt~h, Each ~hut
had also adtep e~eacation dose~to ig forming
tt complete bamh pPaof, aacL~at~ok,a ,.~,~.,
to,csmtain eiv~fal people,_ wlmro-~i~ht 1hug
W~ .eom~ltml~,, stmitercd from bOd~-sh~d
Shell -- ~r: ..... : ~

Ob~t~ ek~ ~t~.d~le-]e’v~faRd-~ ;the ~xtnb~’s I
i~vt not beeh’k~ tb me#rtain~ ~S lhey ~-
bly c~rry off-both killed and ,g’o/~ded wheu

left b.ehind ; find it has ~/i~fx de¢iae~ly ascer-
tained, from :a woUrMed prtsone~, that the ~iff
~Ieke had joined Kawati in the Pah on the after-

~ n preceding the attack.

to all our operations, and I may say actually
engaged in the assault, it may be thought un-
necessary for me to draw your attention to those
persons who had a greater opportunity than
others of distinguishing themselves ; but the
satisfaction I feel in recording the obligation I
am under to those persons, makes me persevere
in doing so. TO the Officers, Seamen, and
Marines from Her Majesty’s Ships. for their ex-
traordinary exertions in dragging the guns over
steep hills, and through difficult and thick
woods, as well as for their distinguished bravery
in action, the service on this occasion is greatly
indebted. To Captain Graham, of H. M. S.
Caster, for his co-operation, and the readiness
with which he afforded every possible aid aud:as-
sistance since his arrival, To Captain Sir E.
Homei who had previously been the Senior
Naval Officer, and who, not only upon the
present occasion, but on all former ones, has
used the most strenuous exertions to forward all
the objects of the expedition, To Commander
Hay, of H. M, S. Raceltorse, who commanded
the whole of the Seamen attached to the Force,
and who so greatly aided our operations by his
personal exertions and example, not only daring
the tmsaalt, but in all the previous difficulties
we had to encounter, To ~eu~.enemt Otway
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o£ H. MIS. Cater, commanding the small.
armed seamen. To Lieutenant Falcon, of
H.M.S. Castor; Lieutenant Bland. and Mr.
Nopp~, Master, of H. M. S. Race/us.eo ; and
Lieutenant Leeds, H. B. I. C. S.’Elp~s~on¢,~
WhO all directed tlm~fire of the funs with such.
precision and excellence ; amt to’ Lietitenant~
F~erton, of H;M. S. Nort~ Star, who directed
the rockets, much of our success is to be attri-

renan to be satisfied with the+exertlons of the
C.ommi,mriat Department, under Dep.Aes. Com-
mmsary General Turner, The woanded men are
geueredly doing well, and the o o!~ly officer
amongst them, a yonng’midshipmau+~PH.M.S.
2Vort~ Stm’, Mr. Murray, whose ardour carried
+him too far when the enemy were ~iriven from
the woods.

buted. To Lieuteannt-Colonel Wynyerd, ecru- I have now only to express the peculiar sa-

,~~~
~hat YoUr Ex~I!en~ ,hu had
~t*+,+’e+tm~+ml~~aae toil+
auct (I]~Ctllties that were encouatered~ and tilete me o~mJ~Of~Pasion|, and his personal ex- e ............

-" -- -- .-- -~.---~ _ .__t. aeerlnmess wit. wmcn ever 13 f Use coreseruon~ wae~ev~:~lm 4)ppq~"tunit~mmmu, as welt exe ......... ’~ ; 0 . . .
U hil gsRe~try during the amudt, were most r~eQ l~ell to overcome loom, tlta t De~.to
emumleuoue To Cantain Reid~ commanding; exprel my own sincere thanks for t~lraLl~nce~r--- " r O an " "the flank companies 99lh Regt., and Captain ~ .obeervatmns. that yon have o~llyo - ~ oZ ~t..’... /.,~..t..~s _..t. n kind enough to favor me with (luring thatJ.angmrn, ..oy. ~mem, ~-m, mz~b .~u~,, . j ¯
linden is due. ’I~ ~pt~a Marlow, Royal En. ] per|ca. :.
gineer~, for his exertionl in coJ~Uuct[ng the} I should also with to draw Your Egeeliencv’-

¯ . ¯ + +.+ . d-
b .m...C.pmn. +m..,o

.++t., who +co to Mr. reword mo,,a , .,m .. pre-
acmo as uepucy ~mtanr ~uartermas~er t~e- Iv tiled, upon to ant u+my laterpreter,~,nd who
~e.ral; and Lieutenant Wilmot, Roya! Artillery; [:ltU rendered me many important services while
wam~irected the mortar oattery, great praise is [acting in that capacity.
alao due. I have also derived great assistance
Irom the services of Lieutenant O’Oonnell, 51st

-~c~a ~,=~eltla,General Sir Manriee
O’-~"~e]Y~, ~ ~ajor of+Bode!de to this
~Forc~ Aad ~I~~ ~. ia nry
strong terms thejl~defatigable exertions of CapL
~l~3orps of Volunteer Pioneers,
~%onduet : and so,ices d~Tr~ the whole
el)eratious have been of the greatest advantage+

Every kindness hem been shews to the
’~~e~ b~.~ Ki~lZ~me, the
Semor Me~ (~fl]cers, and all the Medical
Officers, both Naval and Military ; and I have

I have the honor to be,

+ Your l~x~lleno~’s moet ~~anb
t~gned) ̄ -+.: -~l+I~Imt~t+im;- ~++

Acting Colonel on the Staff,
Commanding the Troop~,

His Excellency . -.
Governor GaST,

&e., &c.~ &c.

.--.x

CaRI~TO]PH]~R FULTON, Goverumeat Printer, Auckland,
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